The possible role of the cerebellum in autism/PDD: disruption of a multisensory feedback loop.
Autism and pervasive developmental disorder (PDD) are characterized by impairments in socialization and communication, and by restricted and stereotypic patterns of behavior. Associated symptoms or features of autism/PDD include problems with attention and orientation, and an odd response to the environment and sensory stimuli. Persons with autism/PDD can over or under respond or react to sensation. Evidence suggests that there is aberrant brain structure in this disorder, particularly in the cerebellum. This paper will attempt to show a possible relationship between the pathology in the cerebellum and the symptomatology seen in autism/PDD with an emphasis on the sensory issues.